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TURKEY. 

Bubonic plague in Djiddah. 

[Report No. 200.] 

CoisrsTANTiNOPLE, September 17, 1898. 

The existence of bubonic plague in Djiddah continues to be discussed. 
According to the official reports which the British consul forwards to 
the British embassy in Constantinople, bubonic plague cases do exist in 
Djiddah but he states he can not officially report their number. In a 
letter written by him to the sanitary inspector of Djiddah, which letter 
has been forwarded to the International Sanitary Commission and read 
at its last sitting, he states that he takes all the necessary steps for the 
disinfection of the houses where said bubonic plague cases have 
occurred. The above-mentioned British vice-consul, who at the same 
time is a physician, states that on July 12 a bubonic plague death 
occurred. The sanitary office of Djiddah announces that it has been 
forbidden in this latter town to bury without medical certificate and 
that no notice has been given to that office of such a death. It has been 
decided to make inquiry and to ascertain how the corpse of the man 
who died from bubonic plague was buried. 

There is no sanitary news from the province of Yemen. 

After a long discussion on the infectious nature of feathers and down, 
the International Sanitary Commission has issued the decision inclosed 
herewith. 

The sanitary news received from the other provinces of the Turkish 
Empire is good. 

The Constantinople public health is satisfactory. There exist, as 
always, some smallpox cases as well as cases of whooping cough and 
other zymotic diseases, some of which have proved fatal. 

During the thirteen days from August 22 to the 4th inst., 357 deaths 
were registered, of which 3 were from diphtheria, 8 from typhoid fever, 
and 15 from smallpox. 

I have the honor to forward to the Department some French copies 
of the mortality statistics of Constantinople during the Ottoman year 
1313, that is to say, from the 1st day of March, 1897, to the last day of 
February, 1898, as well as a copy of the two reports on the work on the 
lazaretto of Camaran which is not yet finished. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

Circular telegram to health officers. 
[Inclosure.] 

AUGTJST 31, 1898. 
By decision of the superior council of health, birds' feathers and down arriving from 
Europe shall be given free pratique at Ottoman ports vrithout the formality of a certifi- 
cate of origin. 

De. Cozzonis, 
Impector-General. 



